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of deposit, but simply one of nutrition, from non-absorption of
aliment depending upon functional derangement of the chyle
absorbents, the spleen, and the liver.

Entozoa are of frequent occurrence, especially amongst ships’
crews on river service. They are often found in men labouring
under other diseases, especially climatic fevers and bowel dis-
orders ; and in autopsies of such cases these creatures were
commonly found alive in the intestines, or, when perforation of
them had taken place, in the peritoneal sac.

Diseases of the nervous system were more frequent in the
latter half of the year, and their fatality was highest in the
Christmas quarter. The increased rates of invaliding and deaths
in that quarter of the year is very marked under the heads of
"paralysis" and "delirium tremens." 
Hydrophobia, as a consequence of " rabies canina, is known

throughout China.
Diseases of the respiratory organs were not of sufficiently

frequent occurrence to make them of primary climatic import-
ance. The admissions of the entire group amounted to 6-2 per
cent. The ratio of deaths, 14’25 per cent., and of invalidings,
40 per cent., indicate more than the average severity of type.
The numbers relate to idiopathic attacks; and although Dr.
Smart was not prepared to state the results of the pulmonary
comnlications of the climatic fevers. he was of oninion that

pneumonia, as a complication of fever, was less fatal, and
pleurisy more fatal, than when of idiopathic origin..

Phthisis runs its course with unwonted rapidity during the
spring and fall of the year.

Syphilis has a very impairing influence on the effective
number and individual stamina of our seamen on the China
station. Although the total number of " genito-urinary dis-
eases" was almost entirely of venereal origin, yet even that
large number (nearly 16 per cent. of the nosological table, with
14’ per cent of invalidings) does not fully realize the en-

feebling results of promiscuous sexual intercourse. The syphilitic
cachexy is most difficult of eradication from the system in
China, and has a marked influence on the effects of treatment
in the climatic diseases, more especially in dysentery.

Diseases of locomotive organs. -Rheumatic affections form
the bulk of this group, which comprised 7 ’7 per cent. of the
whole nosological table, of which about 2 5 per cent. were unfit
for further service. This large ratio was due to periosteal disease,
as a consequence of syphilis, and from implication of the.heart
in arthritic cases.

Diseases of the integuments and glands contributed 17 per
cent. of the total cases of disease, with a ratio of 10 per cent. of
invalids, chiefly from scrofula and abscess. Phlegmon is a
most distressing complaint to almost all new-comers in the
spring and summer. In the form of boil, and sometimes of
curbuncle, it displays the direction of the determination of
blood, and it mav be of excess of organic acids, towards the
outer surface of the body. A crop of boils is generally regarded
as a salutary effort of nature in those whose blood-crasis has
not become acclimatised to the hot, moist summer season, and
the attack is borne with patience, under the conviction that it
wards off climatic diseases. Boils are often preceded and at-
tended by " lichen-tropicus," another imputed- salutary effort
of milder form. Abscess is often of a severe form. Not having
seen any cases of the " cold " variety, Dr. Smart is disposed
to consider acute suppuration of the areolar tissue as the ordi-
nary cause, often setting in on the subsidence of fever. A

mortality of 7 per cent. indicates the severity of these cases.
Ulcer in the sloughing form is common, and when once it

appears in a ship it is not easily got rid of. There is in these
cases, as a general rule, disordered health, with a peculiar
flushing of the skin, bright-red mucous lining of the mouth, or
bleeding gums; sometimes terminating fatally by purpura
ha-morrhagica. The urine is always highly acid; and Dr. Smart
obtained from it specimens of uric-acid crystals, and sometimes
the octahedral oxalates.
Leprosy exists amongst the Chinese, in the same form as

that which is seen in the Levant. Those affected with leprosy
are considered outcasts, and obtain their livelihood by begging.

Dr. Smart’s paper concluded by the expression of a hope that
his brief notes on the diseases of China might have the effect
of evoking the experience of those whose means of observation
had been more extensive than his.
The paper was illustrated by elaborate nosological and sta-

tistical tables.
A discussion followed, in which Dr. Babington, Dr. Milroy,

Dr. Swanston, Dr. Gallagher, Mr. Radcliffe, Mr. Hunt, and
Dr. M’William took part.

Reviews and Notices of Books.
Tabular View of the Primary Divisions of the Animal King-

dom; intended to serve as an Outline of an Elementary
Course of Recent Zoology, or the Natural History of Exist-
ing Animals. By ROBERT E. GRANT, M.D. Edin., F.R.S.E.,
Professor of Comparative Anatomy and Zoology in Univer-
sity College, London, &c. pp. 91. London: Walton and
Maberly.

, DR. GRANT has extracted this outline of the classification
of existing animals from the manuscript notes of his more

extended course of Recent Zoology given in University College,
London. It is offered with the view of its proving a useful
accompaniment to the student, both as pointing out the exact.
order followed in the Lectures, and thereby directing him in
the reading of proper works, and as explaining by definitions
some of the principal difficulties of nomenclature occasionally
felt by beginners in the study of zoology. The author dedicates
his brochure to his old fellow-labourer in former times at Edin-

burgh, Mr. Darwin, to whom he says:
" Intellectual triumphs like yours, which have been hailed

with the assent and applause of all competent unbiassed minds
at home and abroad, while they charm away the clouds of mys-
ticism which overhang some parts of our science and of philo-
sophy, and obscure the greatest truths of nature, also add
permanent glories to the annals of our country in the great
struggle for intellectual pre-eminence and ascendancy amongst
the nations of the earth. With one fell sweep of the wand of
truth you have now scattered to the winds the pestilential
vapours accumulated bv ‘species-mongers’ over everv step of
this ever-varying, ever’charming part of Nature’s work, and
your next movement will dispel the remaining clouds of mys-
tical, supernatural, typical intrusions,’ which still hang on the
horizon of the sublime prospect now opening to the view of the
natural animalization of the orbs of space, by the same simple
laws which govern the physical and chemical phenomena with
such wondrous harmony throughout the rest of the material
universe. "

Upon which side of the " Darwinian controversy" Professor
Grant ranges himself, after this there can be no doubt.

The Cottage System and Gheel. By JOHN SIBBALD, M.D.,
Assistant-Physician to the Royal Edinburgh Asylum. Re-

printed from the Journal of Mental Science for April, 1861.
pp. 31.

Tiiis interesting pamphlet again brings the mode of treating,
insane patients according to the Belgian system before the. "
profession, and in it the writer discusses at some length
that important question, after having visited the colony in
June last year, in order thereby to obtain correct information
on the spot, and thus judge for himself He dispassionately
examines the whole subject, and although not so decided an
advocate of the Gheelois method as Drs. Parigot, Moreau, and
Webster, still admits the plan might be advantageously imi.
tated in several respects as an adjunct to most public asylums
for the insane. When Dr. Sibbald says at p. 19, "The most
obvious defect of Gheel, as it at present exists, is the inade2-
quate amount of medical superintendence," after he had pre-
viously remarked, 11 One of the agreeable features of the place,
is the general contentment manifested by the insane," while
further stating, the physical health of the residents was generally
good, that the free access to open air produced a beneficial in-
fluence, and the rate of mortality amongst patients was only
seven per cent., as also that eighteen in every hundred admis&middot;
sions recovered, more conclusive arguments could scarcely be
adduced to prove the decided advantages of such an establish-.
ment. Other features characterizing this ancient, and, through-
out Europe, unique locality, are subsequently alluded to by the
author. One point deserving special notice, and which speaks
strongly in favour of similar institutions, he appears neverthe-
less to have overlooked-namely, the rarity of escapes reported
to take place at Gheel, notwithstanding the great freedom
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usually enjoyed by lunatics dwelling in the town or its rural
vicinity. Upon this matter Dr. Webster’s " Notes upon Gheel"
may be quoted as evidence, wherein he mentions that only
eleven out of 938 insane patients under treatment in the cam-
pine colony ran away during one year; whereas at the large
French asylum of Mar&eacute;ville, having 876 lunatics strictly con-
fined within high walls, and enjoying much less personal liberty,
2iiiieteen demented residents actually escaped during twelve
months. In spite of much irrefragable evidence brought for-
ward by reliable authorities of recent years respecting the real
advantages of Gheel for certain classes of lunatic patients, con-
siderable misapprehension yet exists amongst some eminent
psychologists. For example, M. Ferrus, when speaking of this
colony, has observed, " It is impossible for anything to be more
detestable;" but then our readers should always remember that
this French alienist visited Belgium many years ago. Again,
Dr. Conolly said at a recent public meeting in London, " He was
afraid they could not adopt it (Gheel) as a model; nearly all
the patients there were wandering about with one or both legs
chained, under the care of the most ignorant people of the dis-
trict. " Surely any remarks like these cannot have been derived
from personal observation, but must be based on erroneous
statements enunciated by some prejudiced objector, seeing they
materially differ from what other observers, equally competent
to take part in the controversy, have asserted upon personal
knowledge. However, as a commission, composed of five dis-
tinguished Parisian physicians, is about to visit Gheel, and report
concerning its merits and existing condition, the medical profes-
sion will soon possess ample materials to form their own opinions
respecting this long-existing and truly remarkable institution.

Meteorological and Medical Observations on the Climate of
Egypt, with, Practical Hints for Iuvalad Travellers. By
DONALD DALRYMPLE, M.D., F.R.C.S. pp. 80. London:
Churchill.

FROM certain hints the author lets drop, we infer that,
suffering from " Bright’s disease," the supposed effects of many
years’ overwork, he went to Egypt for the benefit of his health,
and by the advice of his professional brethren. In the sunny
land of the Pharaohs Dr. Dalrymple looked for a climate in
which an active skin, free pulmonary exhalations, plenty of
sun, amusement, and occupation, and freedom from headwork,
could be combined together; and he was not disappointed.
He had, we are glad to find, every reason to believe that he
derived "the utmost benefit." To others similarly afflicted,
and in whom the disease has not advanced to the third stage,
we would say, Go and try the climate of Egypt. We assume,
of course, a properly-filled purse for the journey: for a Nile
boat voyage is not the cheapest trip in the world. For intend-

ing voyagers all necessary information may be found in this
little book, which gives several forms of contract in engaging
with the native boatmen and dragomans, lists of stores re-

quired, &o. In fact, in it exists just that immediately useful
knowledge which writers of more pretentious treatises think be-
neath their notice.

Elements of Medical Zoology. By.A. MOQUIN-TANDON, Pro-
fessor of Medical Natural History to the Faculty of Medi-
cine at Paris. Translated and Edited by ROBERT THOMAS
HULME, M.R.C.S. &c. Post 8vo. pp. 423. London.

IN bringing this work before the medical profession of this
country, the editor has endeavoured to supply a want which
he imagines has been felt for some years, since the only book
which we possess especially devoted to the subject is Dr. Ste-
phenson’s " Medical Zoology and Mineralogy," published as
far back as 1832. It is convenient, to say the least, to find a
comprehensive account in one volume of the animals or animal
productions which are used in medicine ; of the creatures
which are noxious as well as of those which are poisonous to
man ; of the external parasites or epizoa, and of the entozoa:

while, as the volume is clearly written and freely illustrated,
we have no doubt but that it will be extensively read by stu-
dents. Mr. Hulme appears to have done his share towards

rendering M. Moquin-Tandon’s treatise as perfect as possible,
the additions which he has made to the text serving to render
the translation a very complete work.

A Arew and Striking Form of Fungous Disease. By H. V.
CARTER, M. D. Lond., Professor of Anatomy and Physio-
logy, Grant Medical College, Bombay.
AN acceptable reprint of an article from the Bombay

Medical and Physical Society’s "Transactions," on a curious
malady chiefly affecting the foot, and prevailing endemically
in many parts of India. Though known for nearly twenty
years, it was reserved for Dr. Eyre (of the Madras Medical
Service) in 1859, and the author of the present memoir, to give
us a satisfactory account of the disease. Dr. Carter regards
the affection as consisting in the development and growth of a
fungus the spores of which are somehow introduced beneath
the skin of the foot, and states it to be very prevalent amongst
cultivators of the ground, or ryots. The bones becoming even-
tually diseased, the only cure is amputation. Dr. Carter’s

paper is illustrated by three plates, and we recommend its
perusal by all surgeons.

Heads of Lectures on the Practice of Medicine, for the use of
Students. Part I.: "General Diseases." By AxvREw
ANDERSON, M. D., Lecturer on the Practice of Medicine in
Anderson’s University, Glasgow. Pamphlet. pp. 70.
London: Churchill.

THE title of this pamphlet sufficiently explains its nature.
It is difficult to imagine that these " Heads of Lectures" can
be of the slightest use to any student, unless indeed the mental
calibre of the Glasgow pupils is very different from that of the
young men who seek instruction in the London, Edinburgh, or
Dublin schools. Moreover, the errors of the press are so

numerous, that both printer and author seem really to have e
done their best to produce a work which it would be difficult to
recommend to our younger readers.

Thesis on Tubercular Leprosy, or the Eleplaazztiasis Grcecorunz.
By ALEX. ABERCROMBIE, M.D. Edinburgh.

WE draw attention to this inaugural dissertation, since it con-
tains an account of tubercular leprosy as it now prevails at the
Cape of Good Hope. The information has been supplied by
Dr. Abercrombie, senior, (who has been a practitioner abroad
for upwards of thirty years,) to his son, the new graduate.
Three plates are appended, two containing sketches of lepers
suffering from the disease, taken from photographic likenesses
of patients in Robbin Island Institution, and one intended to
show the ravages of the malady of the anxsthetic form in the
extremities.

Transactions of the Obstetrical Society of London. Vol. II.

THE second volume of the Obstetrical Transactions shows
that the Fellows are determined to maintain the high charac-
ter which this useful Society has justly obtained. It contains

thirty-four essays, most of which are creditable to their au-
thors, while a few possess considerable merit. Any analysis
of these papers is unnecessary, since abstracts of all of them
have appeared in our columns at the time of their being com-
municated to the meetings. We may, however, direct parti-
cular attention to the Introductory Address of Dr. Rigby, who
unfortunately died on the very day on which he was to have
been re-elected as President for the present year.

FEMALE MEDICAL STUDENTS.&mdash;We understand that
the staff of the London Hospital have unanimously declined to
admit Miss Garrett as a pupil.


